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CLIFTON DANIEL: The last word this evening is about the CIA
and the public., For the first time since he became head of the
Central Intelligence Agency in 1966, Richard Helms made a public
speech yesterday. He appeared before the American Socliety of

Newspaper Editors in Washington.

Among other things, Mr. Helms said the natlon must to a degree

take 1t on faith that we too, meanlng we in the CIA, are honorable
men devoted to her service. I hope Mr. Helms will forgive me 1if
I express a little skepticism. I accept the fact that he is an

" honorable man. More than that he is an intelligent, efficlent,
and effective public official and an honest arnd candid one as
Well. So far ee one can know he has improved the work of the
Centralvlntelligence Agency and liquidated some of ifs more
dubioﬁe.enterpfises. The fact remalns, hcweﬁer, as Mr. Helms
himself recognizes, that the mission of the CIA appears to many
vAmericans in his words, "to be in conflict with some of the

traditions and ideals of our socilety." It makes me nervous, it
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